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Many! calms storm over Mtoba win 
Wiseman Khuzwayo and Sapa 

THE OUTSPOKEN president 
of the Black Management 
Forum (BMF), Jimmy 
Manyi. has back-pedalled 
on his organisation's state

ment that the election of Futhi 
Mtoba as the new president of 
Business Unity SA <Busa) was a blow 
to transformation. 

BMF said established business 
and its allies had won the day 
against the progressive forces. 

The BMF statement catapulted 
some black affiliates of Busatocomc 
out in the open in their support for 
Mtoba. while others stood firmly 
behind the BMF's utterances. 

However, on Friday Manyi issued 
a conciliatory statement saying the 
BM F regretted the confusion created 
following the Tuesday statement. 
which was intended to decry the 
Goliath approach by big business in 
the Busa presidential race. 

Manyi said it was unfortunate 
that a seasoned transformation 
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agent like Mtoba had been caught up 
in the crossfire. , 

"For the record, the BMF wishes 
to state categorically its full and 
unwavering support for Futhi 
Mtoba. who it had worked with over 
many years, Futhi's courageous 
strides in transformation work is 
(arc) for all to see." 

The backtracking by the BMF 
apparently came after the interven
tion of Jerry Vilakazi. the chief 
executive of Busa and former man
aging director of BMF 

Mtoba. the chairwoman of audit
ing firm Deloitte South Africa, won 
against Sandile Zungu. a seasoned 
black economic empowerment 
businessman. 

Zungu was supported by heavy
weight organisations such as the 
BMF. the Foundation for African 
Business and Consumer Services 
and the South African Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

Mtoba was supported by the 
Businesswomen's Association and 
Business leadership South Africa, 
which represents big South African 
corporations. 

Manyi said the earlier statement 
had been made in order to address 
the issue of the poor representation 
of black structures in Busa and he 
went on to lament the poor re
sources of black business that 
resulted in it rubber stamping 
positions that it had not been 
worshipping. 

"Notwithstanding the under
standable anger from some respect
able people, who may not have all 
the details, the issue of haves in 
Busa crowding out the have-nots 
continues to be a bugbear that needs 
urgent resolution if the unity 
process is to be sustained. 

"The BMF is pinning its hopes on 
Futhi to ensure that this much 

needed balance is achieved." Manyi 
added that the BMF would arrange 
an urgent meeting with Mtoba to air 
its views with her directly and seek 
lasting solutions. "The BMF is a 
principle-based organisation and is 
not in the dirty business of charac
ter assassination," said Manyi. 

Busa is the result of a merger 
between the black Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry South 
Africa and the white South African 
Chamber of Business. 

Duma Gqubule, an analyst at KIO 
Advisory Services, said black organ
isations went into Busa screaming 
and kicking. 

"Whites are interested in domi
nating at the expense of black organ
isations." said Gqubule. "Mtoba 
must confront this head on. AHI 
(Afrikaanse Handelinstitut). which 
was previously a member of the 
Broederbond. and the BMF have 
never sat down to discuss what this 
is all about." 

Vilakazi said the BMF's first 
statement created tension among 
the members of his organisation. 

Vilakazi added that Busa's first 
response to the statement was one of 
shock and surprise, adding that he 
had immediately sought clarifica
tion from BMF 

"We met with their deputy presi
dent. Tembakazi Mnyaka. to get an 
understanding of what the issue 
was because we thought that the 
proceedings at the election had been 
transparent and very fair for both 
Mtoba and Zungu." said Vilakazi. 

He said the BMF had raised no 
objection to Mtoba standing as a 
candidate. "We first heard about 
this in the media." 

Vilakazi said Mnyaka had ex
plained that the BMF was not 
attacking Mtoba personally. 

"i, however, did indicate that the 
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way it came across looked like it had 
been a personal attack. 

"Mnyaka told me that the BMF 
did not want to see someone in the 
role of Busa president who was 
employed by white business." 

Vilakazi added that the BMF 
would have preferred the new Busa 
president to have been a black entre
preneur or to have come from black 
business. 

"1 told the BMP that this should 
have been raised before the election 

took place if they felt so strongly 
about it... I told them this could have 
been debated before the election." 

When told that the BMF had 
issued a reconciliatory statement. 
Vilakazi said the news of it made 
him breathe "a sigh of relief". 

He said a meeting of the office 
bearers of Busa on the issue would 
still go ahead. 

"The matter created a lot of 
tension among our members and we 
received calls that we needed to 

What They 
Said: 
Wiseman Khuzwayo 

" I am black and I am a woman, t have 
been active on the ground." - futhi 
Mtoba, the newly elected president of 
Business Unity SA (Busa). 

"We feel Futhi is representing big 
business. We feel comfortable with 
(Sandile) Zungu on our side because he 
represents BEE. Big black business 
organisations are not represented in 
Busa." - MKolisi Zwane, the president 
of the Foundation for African Business 
and Consumer Services. 

"The appointment is a victory for 
transformation in South Africa, given 
the history of organised, big business 
in the country which has been the 
domain of white males. For a black 
woman to take up the reins is a double 
victory for transformation." - Baset-
sana Kumalo, the president of the 
Businesswomen's Association of SA. 

"Her recent election as the first 
woman president of one of the leading 
business organisations in our country. 
Busa. is testimony to what is possible 
in our transformation journey." -
Nomkhita Nqweni. the former presi
dent of the Association of Black Secu
rities and Investment Professionals-

intervene... so I will convene the 
meeting and we will look at the 
BMF's first statement and its second 
statement and then we will discuss 
how to proceed." 
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